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“THE WORLD TODAY” 
James G. McDonald’s Monday evening radio 
talks for next month: 
April 7 Progress in Haiti 
14 Germany Accepts 
21 The Political Crisis in Great Britain 
28 After London, What? 
Over WEAF and stations associated with the 
National Broadcasting Co., 7:15 p.m., E.S.T. 











SPRING COMES TO THE CARIBBEAN 





URING the last few weeks the three 

republics of the Caribbean have 
shown unusual activity. Although the 
combined population of Cuba, Santo Do- 
mingo and Haiti is not much more than 
6,000,000, the strategic location of these 
island republics makes their politics of 
more than ordinary interest to the United 
States. 

The Cuban Dictatorship 


There are two important elements in 
the Cuban situation. The first is an eco- 
nomic depression caused by the over-pro- 
duction of sugar, which will probably be 
intensified by the increase in the Ameri- 
can sugar duty; the second is the Ma- 
chado dictatorship.* 


An indication of the political situation 
came on March 5, when the police raided 
the Havana American because it had 
rented its presses to a local newspaper 
supporting the Opposition. Following 
this raid, Mr. John Wilford, an American 
who owns the paper, published an edi- 
torial declaring that the raid was “wan- 
ton and without the shadow of excuse in 
decency and contrary to every law of 
every civilized country regarding private 
property.”+ As a result of this editorial, 
the government preferred charges against 
Mr. Wilford, but they were soon dis- 
missed. 


Another act in a long drama of repres- 
sion came during the same month when 
the government suppressed the Workers’ 
Federation of Havana and the National 
Federation of Workers, two of the largest 
labor groups in Cuba, for their alleged 
Communism. On March 20 a 24-hour 
general strike in Havana took place as a 
protest against unemployment and the 





*For details, cf. “Cuba and the Platt Amendment,” 
F. P. A. Information Service, Vol. V, No. 3. 


tHavana American, March 6, 1930. 


suppression of these unions. The Associ- 
ated Press estimates that 200,000 workers 
participated in this strike. A workers’ 
delegation waited upon the President and 
asked him to guarantee liberty of speech 
and freedom of the press, to recognize the 
right to organize, and to make certain 
economic reforms. The government’s re- 
ply came the next day when the courts 
dissolved nine unions that had partici- 
pated in the strike and indicted 42 strike 
leaders on the ground of inciting disorder. 
Meanwhile five leaders in the movement 
remain incarcerated in the floating prison, 
the “Maximo Gomez.” This general 
strike seems to be the most open and 
widespread demonstration against Gen- 
eral Machado that has yet occurred. 


Opponents of the President assert that 
he would be driven from power except for 
the support which he receives from 
American financial interests and the pro- 
tection he enjoys under the Platt Amend- 
ment, which the United States has inter- 
preted to mean that no revolution shall 
take place in Cuba. Cuban nationalists 
assert that as long as this policy is fol- 
lowed, it is only a matter of justice for 
the United States to see that fair elections 
in Cuba are held and that the govern- 
ment does not abuse its authority. 


The Dominican Revolt 


Although the Machado régime seems to 
be firmly entrenched, the Presidents of 
the two neighboring republics of Haiti 
and Santo Domingo have recently been 
obliged to surrender their power. Gen- 
eral Vasquez was elected President of 
Santo Domingo in 1924 under a Constitu- 
tion which provided for a single four-year 
Presidential term. In 1927 his group 
amended the Constitution so as to allow 
a single six-year term. President Vas- 
quez thereupon felt authorized to hold 
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office until May 1930. In 1929 the Va4s- 
quez group made another amendment 
which returned to a four-year term, but 
removed the prohibition concerning re- 
election. Vasquez then announced that he 
would be a candidate for re-election and 
secured the amendment of the 1924 elec- 
toral law. Believing that a fair election 
under these circumstances was impossible, 
a northern group, called the Partido Com- 
pactacién, headed by Sefior Estrella Urefia 
and General Arias, demanded that V4s- 
quez appoint to the local election boards 
an equal number of Opposition and Ad- 
ministration members. When Vasquez 
failed to act, the Partido Compactacién 
started a revolution on February 23, 
which in five days drove Vasquez from 
power. Sefior Urefia, who is under 40, is 
now acting as provisional President until 
the elections in May. He will prove his 
good faith if he enacts the electoral re- 
forms which he demanded when out of 
power. 

It is significant that the United States 
did not rush marines to Santo Domingo 
at the first sign of revolution. The Hoover 
administration thus gave a concrete ex- 
ample of its unwillingness to interfere 
in the internal affairs of a Caribbean 
country. Whether this means that the 
United States will abandon its insistence 
upon recognizing only “constitutional” 
governments in the Caribbean remains to 
be seen. 


The Haitian Commission 


President Borno of Haiti is another 
dictator who is about to leave office. When 
President Hoover’s commission arrived 
on February 25, it found that immediate 
action was necessary if the next Presi- 
dent were not to be elected in April by 
the Council of State—a body appointed 
by President Borno. The commission 
soon came to the conclusion that great 
harm would result if the election of the 
next President, who would hold office for 
six years, were left to the Council of 
State. Consequently it secured the con- 
sent of the Haitian groups to a plan 
whereby a neutral would be chosen as pro- 
visional President this April by the Coun- 
cil of State. He will take office in May 
and is to hold legislative elections as soon 
as possible. The National Assembly will 
then be convened for the purpose of elect- 
ing a regular President. The Haitian 
groups have united in the choice of a busi- 
ness man, M. Eugene Roy, to act as pro- 
visional President. 

As a result of the bold initiative of the 
Forbes commission, the constitutional sys- 
tem of Haiti should soon be restored. The 
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commission has not yet published its re- 
port concerning the withdrawal of Ameri- 
can control over the administrative ser- 
vices ; but if it completes its work with the 
same courage and intelligence it has so far 
demonstrated, it will have written a bril- 
liant chapter in the history of American 
diplomacy. 
The Clark Memorandum 


Another event of importance to the 
Caribbean is the publication by the State 
Department of the Clark Memorandum 
on the Monroe Doctrine. This memo- 
randum frankly states that the Roosevelt 
corollary, which declares that the United 
States was justified under the Monroe 
Doctrine in intervening in Latin Ameri- 
can countries “in flagrant cases of wrong- 
doing or impotence,” is incorrect. The 
memorandum states that the Monroe Doc- 
trine “does not apply to purely inter- 
American relations. ... Such arrange- 
ments as the United States has made for 
example with Cuba, Santo Domingo, 
Haiti and Nicaragua are not within the 
Doctrine as it was announced by Monroe.” 
On the other hand, the doctrine is an 
“unbought, freely bestowed and wholly 
effective guarantee” of the “freedom, in- 
dependence, and territorial integrity” of 
Latin America “against the imperialistic 
designs of Europe.” 

Commentators point out that because of 
the League of Nations and the anti-war 
pact Latin America is in no danger today 
from “imperialistic” Europe. If this is 
true, the reasonable deduction from the 
Clark memorandum is that the Monroe 
Doctrine has now only an academic im- 


portance. RAYMOND L. BUELL. 


The mass celebrated on March 19 by 
Pope Pius XI on behalf of those per- 
secuted in Russia for their religious be- 
liefs was derided at the All-Union Con- 
gress of Atheists which met in Moscow 
on March 20. Speakers at this Congress, 
however, warned the members against the 
use of coercive measures for the purpose 
of extirpating religion in the villages. 
Persuasion and scientific explanation were 
described as the only methods calculated 
to win the peasants over to atheism. 
Bezbozhnik (The Godless One), the official 
organ of the Union of the Godless, stated 
on February 22 that out of the 50,000 or 
more churches in Russia, 3,370 have been 
closed since 1917, 1,370 having been closed 


in 1929. V. M. D. 


The League Council in Action, by T. P. Con- 
ee London, Oxford University Press, 
1929. 

A valuable study of peace machinery at work. 
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